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Welcome 

We may rightly assume that when the twelve Apostles were first recruited by our Lord 
to be trained by Him, they had no idea what was before them, neither the severe trials 
nor the intense blessings. All but one, Judas, would be faithful to the end to spread the 
gospel of salvation by grace through faith. Sometimes stoned, shipwrecked, 
imprisoned, beaten, mocked, and banished, they continued in their obedience to the 
call of their Master to disciple the nations. City by city and nation by nation, they 
preached and taught in the synagogues, arenas, marketplaces, and homes, then 
instructed the converted in the words and ways of Jesus. 

They had been well prepared. These untrained and uneducated students (Acts 4:13) 
had become like their Master. It is not surprising, then, that their mission was not only 
centered on winning the masses, but on following Jesus’ method of working with a few 
who, in time, would become spiritual reproducers themselves. For instance, Paul 
discipled Timothy, Titus, and Barnabas; Peter trained John Mark; and John personally 
discipled the Christian leader and martyr Polycarp (A.D. 70-156). So effective was their 
training and reproductive strategy, that the gospel spread to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 

Today, the gospel continues to be proclaimed around the world from pulpits, stadiums, 
and homes; in villages, rural areas, or densely populated cities; by pastors, evangelists, 
missionaries, films, and an equipped laity. Much is being done to win the masses. But 
we must not forget, nor ignore, Jesus’ strategy for winning the world. 

We are glad you are here to join us in our quest to learn how to disciple others in more 
effective and fruitful ways. It is our prayer that you will be challenged and refreshed 
spiritually during our time together - and better equipped to become spiritual 
reproducers. 
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About the Cover 

The cover was designed by Mark Misenheimer of Misenheimer Creative. The twelve 
antique statues of the Twelve Apostles that are pictured are replicas of the colossal 
marble statues in the Papal Archbasilica of St. John Lateran in Rome. In 1740, sculptor 
Johann Joachim Kandler (1706-1775) produced these copies in exquisite porcelain at 
the world-famous porcelain factory in Meissen, Germany. 

The Meissen Apostles may be seen to the right of the mantle in the Music Room at the 
Biltmore House in Asheville, North Carolina. The pieces are from several different sets 
made for the Empresses Amalia and Maria Theresa of the Austrian Hapsburgs. 

Top row from left to right: Bartholomew, James the brother of John, Matthew, John, 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Peter. 

Bottom row from left to right: Thomas, Simon the Cananaean, Paul, Andrew, 
Thaddeus, and Philip. 

About the Title: Classic Discipleship 

In literature, the word classic means “a literary or artistic work generally recognized as of 
the highest excellence,”1 although Mark Twain quipped that a classic is “a book that 
people praise and don’t read.”2 As one reflects on the literature of the last 2,000 years, 
it doesn’t take long to recall some of the great works like Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers 
Karamazov, John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion, or John Milton’s Paradise Lost.  

What, however, do we mean when we use the word classic to describe discipleship? Our 
initial assistance in finding an answer to this question comes from the dictionary. The 
first definition of the word classic is “of the highest class; most representative of the 
excellence of its kind; having recognized worth.”3 When Jesus called and trained the 
Twelve to be His Apostles, He modeled the highest form of disciplemaking. In fact, it 
was discipleship to perfection. The Twelve were certainly not perfect, but Jesus’ 
methods of preparing them for the great work of the apostleship were. 

When so many have abandoned Jesus’ model and methods for expanding and building 
His kingdom, our title is a reminder for us to study and practice His ways. 

                                                                          

1 Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary of the English Language, 2nd ed. (United States: Collins 
World, 1978), p. 334. 

2 Louise Cowan and Os Guinness, eds., Invitation to the Classics (Grand Rapids: BakerBooks, 1998), p. 13.  

3 Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary of the English Language, 2nd ed. (United States: Collins 
World, 1978), p. 334. 
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About This Training 

An 18th century author of a book on naval strategy wrote, “When you are trying to 
accomplish something you should first decide what is the final objective you are seeking 
to attain, and then never lose sight of it.”4  

There are three primary objectives that we have in mind for this course: 

1 .  T O  G L O R I F Y  G O D  

“The Apostle Peter wrote, ‘So that in all things God may be glorified’ (I Peter 4:11). The 
glory of God is a silver thread that ought to run through all of our actions. ‘Whether, 
then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all for the glory of God’ (I Cor. 10:31). Every 
natural and manmade substance has some established purpose. So, as rational 
creatures, men and women must ascribe some purpose to themselves, and that should 
be to lift up God in the world. It would be better for a man to lose his life than to lose 
the reason for which he lives. Let us assert this great truth: the purpose of every man’s 
life should be to glorify God. When we glorify God, we show respect to all the persons 
of the Trinity. We respect God the Father who gave us life; God the Son who gave His 
life for us; and God the Holy Spirit who produces a new life in us. We must bring glory 
to the whole Trinity.”5 

2 .  T O  L E A R N  H O W  C H R I S T  T R A I N E D  T H E  T W E L V E   

We believe Jesus gave His church the most effective model by which the gospel could 
be spread to all the nations of the world. His training of the twelve Apostles, as 
presented in the four Gospels, established the principles and methods by which we 
may be successful in fulfilling the Great Commission.  

3 .  T O  L E A R N  H O W  T O  D I S C I P L E  O T H E R S  

According to Jesus, the exponential growth of the Kingdom of God would come 
about as His followers obediently carried the gospel to the ends of the earth in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. As more and more believers learn how to disciple others in 
the words and ways of Christ, multiplied laborers are prepared for the harvest.    

                                                                          

4 Timothy Dudley-Smith, John Stott: The Making of a Leader (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1999), 
p. 185. 

5 Thomas Watson, “Man’s Chief End,” in A Body of Divinity,  ed. John L. Musselman (Atlanta: The Jackson 
Institute, 2001), p. 1. 
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Glossary of Terms 

A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  

Openly and willingly submitting our character, motives, words, and behavior (i.e., our 
lives) to be weighed and measured by trusted friends in the light of God’s righteous 
Word for the purpose of preparing us for the final Day of Reckoning when we will 
give an account of our lives to Christ. 

D I S C I P L E  

In its general use, the Greek word for disciple denotes a person “who directs his mind to 
something,”6 a learner or pupil. In the New Testament, the word indicates those who 
have attached themselves to Jesus as Master. It “always implies the existence of a 
personal attachment which shapes the whole life of the one described as a disciple, and 
which in its particularity leaves no doubt as to who is deploying the formative power.”7 
After the book of Acts, the most common word used for a Christian is a follower of 
Jesus Christ. 

D I S C I P L E M A K E R  

A person who makes disciples (evangelism), teaches them to obey all that Jesus 
commanded (discipleship), and prepares them to make more disciples. 

D I S C I P L E S H I P  G R O U P  

A small group of faithful believers of the same sex who are committed to being 
discipled by a Mentor in the words and ways of Jesus Christ for the purpose of 
growing to maturity in Christ and being prepared for a life of service in His kingdom. 

E X P O N E N T I A L  G R O W T H  

A phrase used to describe the growth of the church in algebraic terms to distinguish it 
from the kind of growth that occurs when a church adds to its number. The Great 
Commission cannot be fulfilled by adding to the church, for the world’s population is 
growing exponentially. Ministries of multiplication through Christian discipleship are 
the only ones that can have confidence that all the nations of the world will hear the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

                                                                          

6 Gerhard Kittel, ed., trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967), 4:416. 

7 Kittel, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 4:441. 
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M E N T O R  

A spiritually mature man or woman who is called by God and sufficiently prepared to 
invest time with others for the purpose of helping them develop a Christian worldview 
and live all of life under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  

S P I R I T U A L  D I S C I P L I N E S  

“A discipline for the spiritual life is, when the dust of history is blown away, nothing 
but an activity undertaken to bring us into more effective cooperation with Christ and 
His kingdom.”8 Richard Foster maintains that “these activities of body, mind, and 
spirit are the means God uses for bringing us into a growing conformity to Jesus 
Christ.”9 

S P I R I T U A L  F O R M A T I O N  

The process of learning how to walk with God. 

S P I R I T U A L  R E P R O D U C E R  

A person who, having received the message of the cross and trusted Christ for 
salvation, learns to rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to communicate the gospel 
with others and lead them to a saving knowledge of Christ. 

                                                                          

8 Dallas Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 1988), p. 156. 

9 Richard J. Foster and Kathryn A. Yanni, Celebrating the Disciplines: A Journal Workbook to Accompany 
Celebration of Discipline (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 1992), p. vii 
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About the Jackson Institute 

The Jackson Institute was founded by John Musselman in 1991 in Atlanta, 
Georgia for the purpose of training leaders in the practice of making and building 
disciples of Jesus Christ. The Institute engages the hearts and minds of leaders 
through mentoring relationships, strategic training, lectures, and recommended 
readings to foster life transformation in Christ as a passionate response to the 
Great Commandment, the Great Commission, and the Cultural Mandate. It is 
incorporated in the state of Georgia as a non-profit, tax-exempt (Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code) corporation governed by its officers and Board of 
Directors. 
 
T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  I N S T I T U T E  

To engage all we are for the glory of God. 

O U R  V I S I O N  

To permeate the kingdom of God with reproducing leaders. 

O U R  M I S S I O N  

The Institute fulfills its vision by contributing to the cultural, intellectual, and spiritual 
formation of individuals who are on a passionate quest to be welcomed, received, and 
acknowledged by God.10 

About John Musselman 

John came to know Christ at an early age and was greatly influenced by his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wally Musselman, and by his pastor, Dr. James M. Baird. During his high 
school and college years, he was involved with Campus Crusade for Christ and was 
discipled by several leaders within that organization. John was further discipled during 
his time in seminary, along with four other students, by Dr. George van Groningen, his 
Old Testament Biblical Theology professor.  

Prior to his founding the Institute, John served on the staffs of the Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian Church in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, Evangelism Explosion International, 
and Perimeter Church in Atlanta, Georgia. 

John is a graduate of the University of Alabama (B.S.), Reformed Theological Seminary 
(M.Div.), and Fuller Theological Seminary (D.Min.). 
                                                                          

10 Note C.S. Lewis’ use of the three words, “welcomed, received, acknowledged” in C.S. Lewis, The Weight of 
Glory (New York: Touchstone, 1996), p. 36. 
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About the Institute’s Resources 

The Pilgrim’s Progress 
H.A. Taine, author of the History of English Literature, wrote: “After the Bible, the 
book most widely read in England is The Pilgrim’s Progress. The reason is, that the 
basis of Protestantism is the doctrine of salvation by grace, and that no writer had 
equaled Bunyan in making this doctrine understood.” It has been said of Pilgrim’s 
Progress that “‘it follows the Bible from land to land as the singing of the birds 
follows the dawn.’ The reason is not far to seek. More than half a century ago 
Macaulay pointed out that ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress is the only book of its kind that 
possesses a strong human interest, that while other allegories only amuse the 
fancy, this has been read by thousands with tears.’ It not merely gives pleasure to 
the intellect by its wit and ingenuity, it gets hold of the heart by its life-grip. With 
deepest pathos it enters into the stern battle so real to all of us, into those heart-
experiences which make up for all the discipline of life. It is this especially which 
has given to it the mighty hold which it has always had upon the toiling poor, and 
made it the one book above all books, well thumbed and worn to tatters among 
them.”11  
 
In this special edition, John Musselman provides a modern rendering which makes 
reading, studying, and discussing this great allegory more enjoyable and beneficial. 
217 pages, spiral bound, with study guide. The study guide includes a reading 
schedule, a chronological listing of every person and place mentioned in Pilgrim’s 
Progress, review questions, group study questions, a subject index, and a character 
index. 
 

The Holy Spirit and His Gifts 
Professor Benjamin B. Warfield claimed that “wherever men are busying 
themselves with holy and happy meditations on the Holy Ghost and His work, it 
is safe to say the foundations of a true spiritual life are laid, and the structure of a 
rich spiritual life is rising.”12 
 

                                                                          

11 John Brown, John Bunyan: His Life, Times, and Work (London: The Hulbert Publishing Company, 1928), 
p. 287.  

12 B.B. Warfield, The Work of the Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1900), 
p. xxxix. 
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This curriculum is designed to help believers understand the person and work of the 
Holy Spirit and discover, develop, and use their spiritual gifts for the glory of God. The 
eight sections of this work include the following topics: 
 

• Introduction 
• The Holy Spirit 
• Understanding Spiritual Gifts 
• The Gifts of the Spirit 
• Discerning Your Gifts 
• Common Questions 
• Putting Your Gifts to Work 
• Selected Bibliography 

 

The Training of the Twelve 
Rev. Stuart Briscoe on The Training of the Twelve: “Perhaps the best recommendation that 
I can give the book, however, is to tell you that although I have many hundreds of 
books in my growing library, all carefully catalogued and filed, shelved and ordered, I 
have just realized that The Training of the Twelve has never been officially included in my 
library! The reason is simple. Ever since I purchased my copy, years ago, it has stayed 
either on my desk or at my elbow with a handful of other books which I need to refer 
to constantly. I just haven’t been able to part with it long enough to let my secretary 
put it in its proper place! On second thought, it is in its proper place right where I can 
get hold of it quickly. I hope your copy will find such a place in your life and 
experience.” 

This is the classic work by Scottish theologian A.B. Bruce detailing how Jesus trained 
the Twelve. Modernized by John Musselman, it has been published in four volumes 
(spiral bound), each with its own study guide. 

 

Man’s Chief End: God’s Glory 
Man’s Chief End was originally published in 1692 by Thomas Watson in a one-volume 
folio entitled A Body of Divinity. A gifted Puritan minister he was educated at Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, pastured St. Stephen’s, Walbrook in the heart of London for 
sixteen years, and the Crosby House from 1672 until his sudden death in 1689 or 1690. 
He died in his prayer closest. 

This modernized edition by John Musselman, answers four vitally important questions: 
What is God’s Glory? What does it mean to Glorify God? Why must we glorify God? 
How do we glorify God? 22 pages, softcover.  
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Classic Discipleship 
Classic Discipleship is a comprehensive, 16-hour course on Christian 
disciplemaking that is based on the principles and practices that Jesus used when 
he trained the Twelve. Even a casual reading of the New Testament reveals that 
Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth was to die on a Roman cross so that by his 
sacrifice we might receive the free gift of eternal life. This is the gospel message 
that Jesus prepared his disciples to carry to every nation. 
Jesus never modified his strategy for world evangelization or implied that the task 
could be accomplished through programs or mass evangelism. Any possibility of 
success would ride on the commitment of those who believed in and practiced 
what has become known as “spiritual multiplication,” the exponential growth of 
the body of Christ that occurs when believers lead others to Christ and then 
disciple them until they themselves are leading others to Christ. The emphasis in 
our training, then, is on preparing men and women to learn how to effectively 
make new disciples and to mentor them to maturity using the unique strengths 
and gifts that God has given to them. 
 
The Classic Discipleship Manual contains the following topics: 
 

• Unearthing Historic Discipleship: Biblical Foundations for Contemporary 
Mentoring 

• Clarifying Your Vision: The Power of the Imagination 
• Preparing to Lead: An Assessment of Calling, Character, & Commitment 
• Becoming a Small Group Architect: The Design Imperative 
• Selecting Your Curriculum: The Harmonious Relationship between Process & 

Product 
• Forming Your Group: Selection for Multiplication 
• Approving the Blueprint: The Law of Solidarity 
• Building Mature Disciples: The Formation of Character, Knowledge, & Skills 
• Understanding Small Groups: Relational Dynamics 
• Evaluating Progress: Enlarged Hearts & Kingdom Growth 
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Introduction 

Conference Schedule 

 

Thursday: 7:00 p.m.  -  9:30 p.m. 

 Unearthing Historic Discipleship: Biblical Foundations for Contemporary Mentoring 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 Unearthing Historic Discipleship: Biblical Foundations for Contemporary Mentoring 

 Clarifying Your Vision: The Power of the Imagination 

 Preparing to Lead: An Assessment of Calling, Character, & Commitment 

 Becoming a Small Group Architect: The Design Imperative 

 Selecting Your Curriculum: The Harmonious Relationship between Process & Product 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 Forming Your Group: Selection for Multiplication 

 Approving the Blueprint: The Law of Solidarity 

 Building Mature Disciples: The Formation of Character, Knowledge, & Skills 

 Understanding Small Groups: Relational Dynamics 

 Evaluating Progress: Enlarged Hearts & Kingdom Growth 
 
 

 

 
 

 

. 
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